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Mr. HENDRICKS. Mr. president,

the policy and measures of congress in re-

lation to the south are maintained in this
debate upon two propositions; first, that
at the end of the war there were no gov -

eminent of any kind existing in those
tates; and second, that in such case con -

gress has the power under the clause of
the constitution which declares that the

Uuited States shad suarat.t e to every
täte in this union a republican form of

m

coverament, to reconstruct th state gov- -

ernmeots, or. in plainer words, to make
new state governments. Thesis proposi- -

tiona I denv. First. I deny that at the
close of the war there were no state gov-

ernments in the southern states. What
was the exact fact in regard to that mat
ter ? No one disputes that at the com
mencemeut of the war there were lejfal
state eovernments in the ten states now i

93

excluded from representation. Those gov-

ernment were organized under constitu-
tions which the people had adopted. I
submit to senators, then, as a question of
lw. what became of the constitutions of
the states in force at the commencement of
the war?

A state constitution is the bond of its
organization ; not only the bond of politi-
cal organization in the state but to son.e
extent the bond that holds it to the fed
eral union. I do not very clearly under-
stand how a state can be in the union
without a state government. I do
understand that if a state should cease to
have a government (if I may sj express
what seems fo be a paradox) that the peo-

ple wou:d still be under the law and au-

thority of the federal government to the
extent of the jurisdiction of that govern-
ment. But, sir, a state tobe a state in the
union must have a political organization.
The people of the territories owe obedience
to the laws of the United State.--; but the
territories are not organized states, and
form no part as states of the federal
anion.

Then, sir, when a state constitution is
ence formed and the state under that con-

stitution h admitted into the union, that
state organization is not a separate and in-

dependent thing, but in its organization
becomes a part of the federal union. The
constitution of the state, when the state
has been thus admitted, becomes a part of
tbe natioual usion and compact, and I ue-a- y

that the people of that state bars a
right to destroy their state government
and thus ee.ise to be within the Union.
I deny that a convention of the people,
that the legislature of the ctate, or any
assemblage of the people whatever can vol- -

untarilv terminate the existence of a itate I

government and thus

whatever
as

la it possible that that bond or society,
that of organization can
cease to that there is no longer

state
Sir, if the government to

in cay state of con- -

titution of any state ceased tobe
it

constitution, because
in and in the eye of the cousti- -

a nullity. n as it the war
not made upon t'ne organization

of states made the

states r organization the fed- -'

eral union, and the people of in
the of the Uuited

air, I deny of
or of the people intended to

from federal union,
force or whatever. I

of the
rebellion southern
state intended promote the cause of the

no
disturb, as a of law, relation

to

uai
ir and of the rebellion

Mt president, I colleague

opinion of
to as then

speech
of propositions and

in relation? of
states to tne union at tne or tne
my eol

i is
theory which ntates

the union, anc1 con
provinces, to

like unorganiied

ably maint lined in this the other ! government duty guaranteeing to
day. Now President, how well every state a republican form ofgvern-h- e

answers himself : nent. goes on, "and shall
I will stop to argue this question protect each state against invasion on np- -

at length, but 1 will say this, that from
the beginning of the wir to utive, (when the cannot WJIwni reorganise their state governments
time every message of president, every convened.) against domestic ; .. udl be rccogniml as "the true

every state paper, and every The section speaks an organized state eminent of the state, ad state
of congress has proceeded upon the government with an executive a 1 tbe benefits of the const it u- -

hypothesis that no state could secede
'from Union : that once in the union
j always in union. Lincoln in ev- -

ery KT0h"Jo,n went, on the principle
that Ä .isurrection, rebellion
agaC ,stitutioo and laws of the

i Uni4 .of not rebellion of states.
but a rebellion of individuals,

.
the people

r lIOI tnc several southern states, and every
man who went into it. personally and
individually responsible for his acts and
could not shield himself under action
or authority of histate. 1Ie went on the
principle that every seces-
sion, every act of the legislatures of the
rebel stales in direction was a
unconstitutional, and void, having no le
gal force or effect and that these

were, according law. io union,
their standing could be effected by the
action of people ; that the people of
those states personally responsible
fo" their conduct, tust as a man is resnon- -

sible violates statute in regard to
of and to be

treated just as the
thought proper ; that people of a

state forfeit their rights, but that so
far as their is concerned, in a le gal
poiut of view, they had no to affect
the of state in the union.
Every proclamation every aci con-

gress have proceeded upon this hypothe

Mr. JOHNSON. What is the date
the from the senator reads ?

Mr. HENDRICKS. The day of
September, 1)5. He then goes on to
say that Mr. Buchanan had held the op-

posite and that the rebellion was
a of states, and that the states as
uch could not be subjugated. Then he

goes to s .y :

M our answer to Mr.
Upon this hypothesis we have just pu'
down rebellion. But it is now proposed
by some that wc shall practically admit
that southern states did secede ; that
the work of secession was ac
complished ; that the states are but f the
union, that a government was es-

tablished, and that we now these
conquered provinces, just as we

should hold if we were to it

and possession of it."
He el ses upon this point using this

enipl a i : 'anguage :

" That thi-- : leads to.
It loads a thousand other evils and per
nicious things never contemplated in the
nature of our government.'

the

most despotic I hat governs any
country in the world, rending the de--1

on what was known as Winter
Davis bill, Mr. Wade used the followiug

:

" t been in the house of
has been u:- -

that a of this union always
a state ; that you wrong and vi
olence rights of or
disorganize the state. It be a most
hazardous assert No

Congress, p. 34. 0
A.r,d how, gentlemen, with this princi

ple of tho constitution staring them in the
face, can fancy that siates can lose the r
rights because oi less of the people
h we gone off into rebellion is

me.
years ago that senator, then hold-- !

im high in this body, holding
high in the republican party of

Ithe United States, declared that a state
could not lose its organization, that once a

i

tne oiares io guarantee to every
state in this union a republican form of
government. I think is the right

taken in the proper exercise of
powers conferred by constitution.

makes the government ot the states.
When a duty is upon the goven

jiuent o' the United States duty must
be discharged by the appropriate depart- -

tion with the federal union. That, iu j debates in this body four years ago and bc-m- v

judgment, cm only be accomplished : fore the cl s? of the war the argument of
with the consent of all' the states. Take the senator who now presides this
the case of The people ! body, who is now the second officer of the
her state government; under that govern-- j government. That debate was before this
meot and constitution she wai admitted j new idea was ot, that ander the
into the union. Is that constitution of guarantee clause of the eoustttatioo con-her- s

(subject of course, to her amendment ! gress could do in regard to the southern
and her modification) not a part of fed- - states, it chose to do a docirine
eral system wheu she is thus admitted ; and ng and as dangerous the

i

means political
exist so

any of Louisiana?
state ccaed

exist the south, it the
a consti- -

tution, I want kuow what act oc- - ion this floor that staten rnay lose their
curred. Was it the ordinance of aece- - and their rights as states,
sion ? Every senator will no; that j may lose their corporate capacity by rebel-n- o

ordinance of secession could destroy the lion. I utterly deny that doctrine. 1

state the ordinance
itself, law
tution, is
War was

; war was not upon
constitution and laws of any state; but!.sir the fraaiers of your constitution in-on- iy

for the purpose of holding those j tended no such thing." Thirty-eight-h

under the in
the states

obedience to laws States
Then, that any act any

state thereof,
sepsrate that state the
had any validity,
maintain that during all the years

every single act of a
to ,

rebellion was void ; that it had effect to
question the i

the
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states as

take

what
to
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state

the

that.

to

uniieo

that

to

ot the state to tbe federal uuion. state always a state, and a its
Practically the relations were ; organization. Now, to m tin tain

dractically state was uinut harmony with the policy has been adopted, you
the federal government ; but clare these states be without govern-a- s

a state, its organization as a state, its that in some way it resulted that
constitution, was tho bond of its or- - the state governments ceased fo exist,
ganisation. catioued ali the way I Now, Mr. president, I briefly to
the war ; and when peace came K found j consider the clause of the constitution,
the state with its constitution and laws un-- j which has been referred to bo frequently,
repealed aud iu full force, that j making it the duty of the government ot

w nie icuerai union, excepi aa
enacted

regret that my

action

Mr. Morton is not in his seat, as I shall .construction; it is an obligation and a du-ha- ve

occasion v0 refer to some of his ar- - ty imposed upon the government, aud I

guroents so ably presented in the I agree with my wheu he says
and to soma views that has ! that the legislative department is not the
expressed on this and some other ques- - government ; the department is
tions 'hat I intend to discuss. Tho opiu- - no, separately the goverutueut ; nor is the
ion Ihaveiust now cxpre-je- d I think was .judiciary the government ; but the whole
the two years ago njy colleague,
nod I will refer his vie vs ex
nres?ed in a carefully prepared
8ieakinsr the different
opinions held regard to the
tne close

league :
M There another plan, and that the

these as being
of them as

quered subject jurisdic- -

tion of oongress
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constitution
dicial act, then the duty is upon the ju -

diciary. If it bo a act the du
ty ii upon the legislative department; and

saying; that congress has the power to pro- - if ithe an executive act the duty then
vide calling in these states ; rests upon the executive, and must be dis-

tant in the of Dakota, snd may j charged by that department ol the govern-preserib- e

the right of suffrage and deter- - j ment.
minswhoshall vote in electing delegate j öo, sir. I hold that this clause of tho
these coo vsationp, just as io the territory j

--institution is addressed to each depart-o- f

Dakota ; that it may then determine m - o of the government. This clause
whsthsr it will accept the constitution of-- j contemplates an existiug state government,
farad, as might be determined in the case r iu form. It speaks of Mate
efsny other territory." j govern men ts in existence.

Tait k the of opinion which j will observe the language of tho section
my colleague then attributed to certaio they will fiud that after the words
politieisini. ths Tory opinion wbih hs so 1 whifb f hv quoted, impoinc; on this

. plication of the legislature or of tbe exec- -

j 'siative department, and imposes upon me
I government of the United States duties to
j be discharged when called upon by the
j executive or the legislative department of
the state ; so that the very clause itself
contemplates existing state
republican inform, and simply imposes

! upon the government of the States
I a 1 a. a a - - J ,1.1'...!"e uuiy io pruieei. miwii hn ueinu
that republican form of government.
This word " guarantee " does not confer
an original power, eitber in its 'egal sense
or common meaning. It means to main-

tain or assure that which is already in ex-

istence. And this ws s the view taken by
i he fathers who had much to do with the
formation of the constitution. Madison.
Hamilton, and Story have all said that
this ciau.se contemplates a preexisting state
government republican in form, and thai
it simply confers upon the general govern-
ment the power, and imposes the duty of
protecting that republ.can form of govern-
ment to the state.

In the nature of the provision itself, in
the scope, force, and meaning of the lan-

guage used, and accordiug to contempora-
neous construction, it confers upon the
general government no power to make a
s'ate or to coutrol the people in that work
It is the high prerogative and business of
the people to make state governments. No
state governments can cot. e into existence
at the will and nod of the congress cd' the
Uuited State. It is not within your pow
er. The his not said you
might doit; and the whole practice of our
government to recognize state govern-
ments when they have been made by the
people.

Mr. president, reference has
been made to the case of Dottier vs. jior-Je- n,

in 7 Howard, an important case de-

cided by the supreme court of the United
States, and my felt himself justi-
fied, instead of stating what was the furec
i od meaning ot the decision, in reading
tho dictum of one of the judges. Instead
( 'that opinion, as read by my colleague,
giving the decision ot the supreme court,
that court decided in that case a very dif
ferent proposition. Instead of deciding
that congress had the right recognize a j

state the court decided that )

the recognition of a state by j

the executive wai controlling upon the ju- -
diciary. That was the celebrated case of
Rhode The question before the
court was this : had an officer under the
charter of the government of Rhode Islaud
the power to execute a mandate issued pur-
suant to martial law in that state? and it
raised the question whether the charter
government or what was known as the
Porr government was the legitimate and
valid government of Rhode Island. The
court in deciding that did not
hold that the charter was the

of Rhode Island because con-
gress, had recognized it, for congress had
not interposed. The court expressly say
ttiat the question did not come betöre con

rase, for the reason that the Dorr gov- -

eroment never sent representatives to the
house and senators to this bodv. and
therefore congress was not called upon to
act under any power it possessed.

But, sir, the charter government of
Rhode Island, through its executive, did
call upon the president of tho United
States to aid in putting down what was re-

garded SI an insurrection in the state by
interposing military power against ihe
Dorr government ; and the president of
the United States recognized the charter
government of Rhode Island in responding
to that call. Although troops were not
called out, yet the president did respond
to that call, and recognized by that re- -

ponse the charter government of Rhode
Island; and the s pfeme court of the
Uuited States say that the action of the
executive, in connection with tho decision
of the highest court of Rhode Island, was
conclusive upon tho juidicial department
of the United States; yes, sir, conclusive
upon the question whether tho charter gov
ernmeut was the legitimate and valid gov- -

ernment of Rhode Island. Then the case
of Luther vs. Horden establishes this prop-
osition : that tbe executive ot tbe Uuited
States having recognized a state govern
ment, the state having once been io the

that recognition is binding upon
the judici iry.

Iu 4 Wallace, ex parte Millign, the
court reviews the case ot Luther vs Bor-
den, and holds the following language.

"This court held that a state may use
its military power to put down an armed
insurrection too strong to be controlled by
the civil authority; and if the legislature
of Rhode Island thought the peril so great
as to require the use of its military forces
and the of martial law, there
w is no ground on which this court could
question its ; and as Rorden act-
ed under military orders ot tho charter

wbirh ha. I been recognized
by the political power of the country, and
was upheld by the state judiciary, he was
justified in breaking into aud entering
Luther's houso. This is the exteut of the
decision."

This b the extent of the decision that
the ruliug of the judiciary of Rhode Isl
and, in connection with the recognition of
that state government by the executive of

.mcnt
Now, Mr. president, I claim that Mr.

Lincoln, in most expressive terms, in ni"t
emphatic language, in at the
time somewhat offensive to some members
of his own party held the same doctrine ;

and I call the attention of senators o the
proclamation to which I refer. In the
first place, Mr. on the Sth of Dc
ceuber, 1808, issued a proclamation, first,
of general amnesty to those who would
take a prescribed oath, and theo assuring
them that if the people of these states
would organise state governments, loyal in
their character, the executive would re-up- ct

und, under this clause of ths consti

ment of tho government. If tho act the United States, was conclusive upon the
which must be done in the discharge of a judiciary of the United States on the ques-dut- y

imposed by tho is a ju- - tion as to whether it was a täte goveru- -
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ution. would guaranty those government".
Here is Iiis language not calling upon con-

gress as the source of power for the action of
the people, hut appealing to the people inde

j pendently of congress. He says that if they

tional provision which declares that 'the
United States shall m arantee to evcrv state
in this uniou a republican form of govern
menV " &C In this connection it is proper
for me to say that Mr. Lincoln declared in

that proclamation that the executive recog-

nition of the state government would not be
binding upon congress on the single question
of the admission of senator and represents--

fives, for the reason that to judge of their
qualifications was, by the constitution, left
expressly to each branch of congress.

But, sir, I now come to the most emphatic
declaration that Mr. Lincoln has made on
this subject, and after which you ought not
to have elected him president, if your laws
now stand upon the true constructi on of the
constitution. The Winter Davis bill passed
on the last day or two of the first session of
the tbirty-eiggt- h congress. It provided a leg-

islative mode of reorganization, a legislatire
policy, and Mr. Lincoln put that bill in his
pocket. Instead of acting under that hi'l,
he threw it back in the face of congress and
said that congress should not tie his hands
to any particular mode of reorganization.
Here is his proclamation, dated on the 8th
day of July, 1804, after you had renominati ,

him but betöre you had reelected him. Mr.
Lincoln recites, in the first place, the passage
of the Winter Davis bill, and in Iiis procla-
mation he aaya that the proposed mode was
agreeable to him that he liked the plan well
enough ; but he goes on to say :

4,Nov, therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, pres
ident of the United States, dc proclaim, tle-eJar- a

and make known, that, while I am (as
I was in December last, when by prnclama
tion I propounded a plan for restoration) un-

prepared by a formal approval of this bill,
to be invexibly committed to any single plan
of restoration."

Bees DM he was not willing to be
bound to any plan therefore he would not
approve the congressional plan by signing
the bill; and he further declared that if
!.he people would act according to the
p'an proposed by congress lie would re-

cognize their action, not because congress
had proposed it. but because he, as the ex
ecutive of the United States, j edging for
himself under the constiutiou. bad a right
to prescribe the plan of restoration ; and so
he held that congress should not do it ;

that his hands should not be tied by any
act 'f congress.

A f u r Mr. Lincoln had declared this
doctrine in this proclamation he was re-

elected president ol the United States.
Mow, I ask senators, when your party
elected him president was there any more
important question before the country than
the question of reconstruction, as you call
it; of restoration, as Mr. Lincoln called
it. You claimed that the war wis about
to close, and the great question of the na
tion. the great Question of the age, was
how shall these states be brought into
harmony and into practical relations with
the government of the United States!' He
declared that congress sh mid not fix a
plan ; that he intended to be left free un-

til ti e class of the war to adopt whatever
plan, according to his judgment, might
seem to be right; and after he proclaimed
that to you aud to this nation you reelect
ed him president and said it was right.
now you say state governments do not ex-

ist in the south, lie did i.ot use the
term ' reconstruction ;" he said "restora-
tion1 He recognized these states as ex-

isting with valid forms of government, and
the simple question was, in his own lan
guage, their restoration in their practical
relations to the goverutueut of the United
States.

Rut. Mr. president, congress is conclu- -

ded upon this: question. You say that re
bellion, that secession, that war putan end
to state governments in the south, and that
there is no power to restore state govern-
ments except io congress. That is your
doctrine to-da- y as proclaimed in your leg-i-kaio- u.

Let us see what you did, and .sec

if you have stood consistently upon that
doctrine. In the mouth of JJecenabcr.
1S4, the executive committee ot Middle
Tennessee issued a call to the people of
Tennessee fur a state convention, "to take
steps as wisdom may direct to restore the
stateof Tennessee to its ouce honored status
in the great natioual Union '1 That was
the purpose of the cull. It is signed by
Tillman, Spence, Bryan, Läse le, and Fow- -

ler, I believe tbe distinguished senator who
is now of our bodj Tho.--e geutlcmen did
not undertake to call the convention under
any authority of law, but as an executho
political committee they called the people
together, to meet at Nashville, to oonstder
what steps ought to bo taken to restore
TanUfSS'flC to her proper relations to the
Government of the United States. Maik
you, Mr. president, that was after Tennes-
see had passed an ordinance of secession ;

that was after she had sent her regiments
ii.to the southern army. After slio had
doue every act that a .date could do. or
tho people of a state could do, iu hostility
to the government of the Uuited States, aud
before congress had authorized any resto-
ration, this executive committee called a
convention to meet at Nashville. That
convention did meet at Nashville in Janu-
ary or February, 1865, and they adopted
certain umendujcnts to the constitution of
the state of Tennessee. Thoy did not un
del take to make a new constitution. They
recoguizcd the old constitution as still in
force. TcjB SStOO had a constitution which
held her to this Union when she went iu- -

to tho war , and when that convention
met at Nashville a political convention
if you please it resolved itself iuto a con- -

stituiioual state ooavnotion, and did not
undertake io make a new constitution, but
recoguiztug the old constitution as valid
and binding, still thoy added amendments.... 1 . ....

DEMOCRAT
VOLUME PLYMOUTH. INDIANA, THURSDAY, FEBRUABY NUMBER

ttEtO.STrCTfO-- .

n,

representatives,

'organizations,

to amend their own constitution. They
..mended the eoatitntioo. What Ins con -

ftressmid upon that subject? Did you
say to Tennessee, "Your government has
pone out like a candle that is burnt, air'
Did you say to Tennessee tat at the close
of the war she had no constitution and uoth- -

in" to amend ? Did you say to the state
of Tennessee. :Yar has destroyed jour
state government

p you are without any or- -
. ? illr ,.--- i t n i i Tm s t i MAIM-- '""'. " J

action ; von must get your powpr and nu- -

thnrify from the great source of authority
the congress of the United States ? No.

ir; von did not say that to Tennessee;
but. then, without reference to party poll-'ie- s.

you were easting a vote which your
judgements and yur consciences approve! ;

and what did you say? Representation
in this state of the case ws allowed to
Tenneceo bv the joint resolution approv-
ed July 24. 100. not two years ago ; and
10 the preimble vou gave the reasons why
yon admitted Tennessee. Reasons come
up to trouble people sometimes, and these
renons cone up to meet you in the face
of this legislation which undertakes to base
the power of congress upon the proposition
flint the southern state ceased to have
governments at tho close of the war. 1 lere
is what you nay in the preamble. After
reciting that this amendment to the con-difuti- on

of Tennessee abolishing slavery
was adopted by a large popular vote, you
say.

"And whereas a stafe government has
i jniaw unoer sa.u con.i.n"VT,
wmen oaa raviuea ine amenamem to me
constitution of the United States abolish
ing daverv. also the amendment proposed
bv the thirtv-nint- h congress, and has done
other not4 proclaiming and denoting loyal-

ly : Thpe'V're.
There sir. you recognize the old con'i-tutto- n

of Tennessee that Constitution
which bad eomekhmagh the din and smoke
of the w ir as her political organisation.
Von fftHmisd that as tbe people in the
mst infnmel manner had amended it;
and von cnid that because of the state gov-

ernment the? had the right to be represent-
ed here You sav now that the pe ode do
pns--e it. that the executive docs not pos- -

tec"' it. and that you Rittst confer the pow-

er beeau-- e there are no governments in
th south : and vet yon have n lmitte 1

senators from Tennessee upon the doctrine
that fhp people independent of congress,
could amend the constitution, and that,
thus amended, the old constitution, the
bond of union which, ns a ligament, held
tb state to the United States, made that
state government valid

Ave. sir. vou went further. You sav in

the preamble that the state government in
Tenneee. long before any congressional
recognition did the highest and most im-

portant and solemn act that a s'ate govern-
ment can pefform ; that it ratified an
amendment to the constitution of the Uni-
ted States. That power which is confer-
red noon the state legislatures by the con-

stitution of the United States you say Ten-ness- e

exercised, after she h id made fla-

grant war against the United States, and
before congress had reorganized her ; that
she had exercised this power successfully.
and therefore she had a valid, legitimate
legal state government. Rut you say a

state legislature can rafif3T a constitutional
amendment, but it cannot, legally choose
senators to sit here That will not d .

enators. Everybody know3 that will not
do.

It is n v duty fo notice, as T am pissing
along, to use the language of the president.
the reference that mv colleague made to a

vote given by the distinguished senator
from Wisconsin, and, as T voted with the
senator from Wisconsin, T think mv name
is kept back simply with a view of bring-
ing that up in judgment against mo.
Senators will recollect that my colleague
read from the journal the action of the
ennte on what was known as the Winter

Davis MIL When that bill came into this
body, Mr. Brown), then a senator from
Missouri, offered an amendment changing
it very much. I was opr o-e- d to both bills;
first to the houe bill, because T then held.
h I now hold, that the congress of the
United Stares cannot clothe the people of
a state with the power to snake a stafe
government. That authority is with the
people themselves after the state has once
been admitted into tho union. Mr
Brown offered an amendment, and the
question with t&e and the senator from
Wisconsin was the ordinary question of
deciding between the original proposition
Which you are oppossd to and an amend-
ment which you also oppose. So I voted
for the amendment, as the senator from
Wisconsin and many others voted for it.
and it carried. Now, sir, I want, to show
you what the senator from Ohio, Mr
Wade.l then having the charge of th it
bill, said about the amendment. I Was

voting against, the bill, voting ajjaiust
the senator. lie said :

'"I say again, if the gentleman is oppos-
ed to this bill in principle, let him not
vote for it ; but let him not vote for this
miserable dodge; this negation; this
amendment that asserts no principle, as a
substitute for the bill."

That "miserable dodge," that ''nega-
tion," is what I voted for I would vote
to dodge any such bill as that which Came
from the bouse of representatives, and so
might the senator from Wisconsin; and
when the bill was thus amended it would
have been proper for us tw vote for the
amendment as a measure antagonistic to
the measure from the house, being oppo-
sed t the house bill.

Then, Mr. president, I assume that the
power and duty of guarantying to the
states republican forms of government is
with and rests upon the executive in nny
and every case where the executive is call-

ed upon to deal with the question, for it
beSums his duty to sco that the laws of the

j Uuited States Wet ft settled in the south
eru States, and that they wore in proper
i. radical relations with the United States.

What, then was tho condition of the
south '( Was order so far restored

.
and did

.a. I

the people yield such
.

obedience to Ihe
I

to it. Hie amendments were abolishing law and respect to tho authority ot the
slavery aud some other provisions. The j jtovernmeut as justified the president in

amendments, not the constitution, were i withdrawing the military power that the
submitted to tho people of Tennessee, and civil authority might once more prevail,
they voted upon them, not by auy congress- - In his testimony, given iu July last.be-iona- l

authority, but by virtue of the sov- - fore the impeachment committee of the
ereigaty that Ii in th pe-p- ? nf a Mate hottaw. (n. wrant paid :

"I know that immediately after the
dose of the rebellion there was a very

j fine feeling manifested in the south, and I

thought we ought to take advantage of it
as soon as possible.

And he adds:
"Rot since that time there has been an

evident change there."
In his letter to the president of the

18th of December, 180,"), many months af -

tcr the close of the war. manv months after
Mr. Johnson had adopted his policy, Gen
Grant said :

state purpose

constitution

"Both iu traveling and while stopping I tionfl to the federal govern meat,
saw much ind conversed freely with I Xoi to place it in a shape where con-th- e

citizens of those states, aa well as with j gress might restore these practical rela-th-e
officers of the army who have been j ttoas, but to nable the people theatselves

among them. The following are tho COO- - to do this great work. Two year- - ago
elusions come to by me: and 1 then had the assent to my preposi

UI am s:ti.slied that the mass ot think- - tion !y the nod of the distinguished sena-in- g

men cf the south accept the present ; tor from Ohio, Mr. I expressed
situation ol iu good faith. Fhc f as tny opinion, which I ho! 1 yet, that by
questions which have heretofore divided ; virtue of this restitutions! obligation to
the sentiments of the people of the two j guaranty a republican form of govern-sectien- s

slavery and state rights, or the meet, it is competent for the United
rights of a state to secede from the union j States through the proper department to
they regard as having been settled forever do what will enable the people tu exercise
by the highest tribunal arms that man their sovereignty of amending their con-ca- n

resort to. I pieased to learn from i titution, and bringing it practical re-th- e

leading men whom I met that they i lariens to the United States. The presi-oo- t
only accepted the decision anrived at I dent proclaimed that when the people

as final but that now the smoke of themselves have thus amended their
cleared away and time has been given stitution aud placed it in bamaouy with

for reflection, this decision has been ithe government of the United States it
a fortunate one fo? the whole country, I will be by the executive dc-the- y

receivit g the like benefits from it with i parfmont.
who opposed tuem in tne held and in

the cau;C."

"My observations lead me to the conclu-
sion that the citizens of the southern
states are anxious to return to self-govern-

-! because COO gross h:is the power as an orig- -

meut within the uuiou soon as possible;! inal thing to establish a gov- -

thai while reconstructing, they want and JernmeLt, but because congress has
require protection from the ;; the power to admit new states
ibat they are iu earnest iu wishing to do 'into ths union, congress may do
what they think is required by the go?-(th- at which will enable the pople to
eminent, not humiliating to them as citi-
zens, and that if such a oottr&e was point-
ed out they would pursue it in good faith.
It is to be regretted that there cannot be s
greater commingling at this tima between
the citizens of the two sections, and par-
ticularly of those intrusted with the law-

making power."
That is the description cf the condition

of the south given by (ieu. Grant at the
very tioie the president of the United
.States was welcoming these states back
igaia in all their practical relations to the

i United States.
Now, sir, upon this subject I beg leave

to read the testimony of my distinguished
colleague given at about the same time, at
the close of the month of September, iu
the speech to which I have already refer-
red. My colleague says :

--a uwiro, in hwmh piace, io remara
that to me the general condition of the
country is most promising and favoaable.

Mark you, this is the testimony of my
colleague when Mr. Johnson had almost
consummated his policy of restoration.

' I kuow there are those who take
gloomy views of wlu.t is called the work of
reconstruction, but to me the. prosj ect

a
seems highly encouraging. The war ter
minated suddenly and the submission on

i the part of the people of the southern
.states has been more complete and Sadden
than I had expected.

Here, Mr. President, is the
of my colleague, who had intimate rela-ti- o

ns With the south as the governor of the
state of Indiana; testimony gi .'en at the time
i he people had acquiesced iu the result of tbe
war. that their cond itiou of obedience to
the law iu respect to the government w

more encouraging than he had expected.
What a strange contrast does this uy

of my colleague, given at the time,
bear to the remarkable speech to which
we have just listened lroni the senator
from New Hampshire, Mr. Cragio.1 If
it were courteous aud iu senatorial lan- -

n:i''H T would sac that -- carcelv anv ot- v j
the statements of fact contained in that
speech are entitled to the credit and confi-

dence of tbe country. Since this world
began no community has beeu so misrep-
resented, so uniformly and foully belied
as the men of the south who have sought,
under Mr. Johnson's policy, to bring
tlu-i- r states again into practical and har-
monious relations with the government of
the United States.

Then, Mr. President, this is the evi- -

deuce of what was tho condition of south- -

j crn society at the close ot tne war. J he
war bad done its work. The south wa

Bona UP rod, to use the language of the ma
jority ; subjugated, if you please. They
yielded obedience to law ; they acquiesce 1

, iu the authority of the government, and
I Geo. Grant said that he fell that it was
our duty to take advantage of this favor
able condition of the popular mind of the
south. To take advantage of it for what
purpose .' To get those people back again,
to place, the states once ui oc iu harmoni-
ous and practical relapioiis with the gov-

ernment. Finding this favorable condi-

tion of the oonotry, Mr. Johnson, as pus
ident of the United States, proceeded tu

his work of restoration tie issued his
procla ation of May 2, IStiö, to which
I now call the attention: Of the senate,
lie does not assume to possess the power
of making state governments. He, as
military governor of Tennessee, ha I issued
his proclamation declaring tho peo-
ple, by virtue of the inherent riht and
power, bad amended the constitution of
the stafe; and upon that very doctrine of j

the rinht and nower of the noot le tolI

amend their constitutions he issued Ma
proclamation of May ,1805. In the

place, I will state that he directed
each of the departments to extend its op- - !

erations into the southern states 1 hen
he goes on with the work of providing for

a n.,l il .- A um nrAm c ti.no tnuit.. i i

ay down r first; be recocrnizes the old,,
state government ot .North narolina, pi-- t

as lie done Ii.i Icnnessce, just as eon-- :

greCS did in admitting TcnnesM.e with the
'

recitals in the preamble ; lor. after aj
pointing a provisional governor mid giv
J s

ling him instructions, nc sHVs :

" A convention composed of dnle.roin

government, Ml f the of
unking a new ooaatitatioa, bat of altering
that which has corue down

J through the war, that eonatitatioa which

Wade
affairs

j

was into

battle cm-ba- b

that
recognised

those

teiritorial

government

testimony

that

first

I as a ligament, as I tid before, held tho
state of North Carolina al ! organized

'political community to the union. Next,
he recognizes the iuthonfv of the people:

j And with authority tu exerei-- e with'tu
the limits of said state, all the powers
necessarv and proncr to enable such loya!
people of the state of North Carolina to
re-to- re said state to its constitutional rela- -

11 pupose theu was to aid the people,
to give them the support of an orgaataa--

Uoo, jest as congress, witboat auy consti-

tutional provision on the subject, gives the
people of a territory an enabling act, nut

form state government. So the executive
in this case, in my judgment, very prop-

erly did that which would enable the peo-

ple to bring their state into practical rela-

tions with the government.
My colleague and o'hers havo said that

Mr. Johnson regarded th;s government
which was to be established in X )rth Car- -

olios as provisional. There is a mistake
right here, and a very serious one. The
president in his proclamation, and every-
where, recognizes; the authority of Gov-

ernor Ilolucn as provisional, as temporary ;

that his power was to be but for a time;
Until the time the people, exercising their
Mr Urinal sovereignty, could act and place
their government in proper shape. That
government thut the people were to icor- -

gaame was not to be provisional. Tt was
to to as enduring as the people could make

i any government, undid not contemplate
I that it was to b e pi visional, lie con

templated that it should be perpetual.
He authorize, the governor to aid tho
people iu amending their constitution,
and when tlo-i- r amendment should be
adopted, wh it was the efUct of it? Did
he contemplate that smendsaeat of the or
g;;uic law of a state was but temporary?
Does any senator sttrtbate such folly to
the president ? No. sir; the government
that was provisional in Harth Carolina
was the aathority as the governor. As
So m as the people acted and amended
their state constitution, then the werk tu
done ; the provisional governor eeuattsl t

have any authority ; and, firmly fixed, tho
stac was once more io practical relations
with the federal government

Mr TttsMonti 1 caanas ndisntsnd why

senators have made such war against '.Mr.

Johnson because he did this. I do not un-

derstand it. I take it Senat r- - are just ; that
they bring no railing scenes tions against the
prtsident. I have heretofore said, and I

pow'iepcat, thai I am no partisan Y; Tender
of the president ; but I de fend the nsustSsnut

If hen I think he is right, because I claim to

ben lost man. I wnaffio know of senator,
afiff Mi. Lincoln bad tsUSsei his proclama-

tion of tbe Hih of December, 103. In which
lie placed this power in the executive, and

after you had elect' d him on that doctrine,
how can you tnf that Mr. Johuson Is wrong

in d ing the same thing? After the prods
SaSSSen ot tue Sth of December, and mf

tcr the proclamation of July,.16ol, wheu he
threw back into your faces the cougressioual
plan of rcstorutioti. , mi said he would be

bound by no such policy, but that his hands
siiould b free to the close of tbe war to aid

the people in bringing IhtSaSelftl into rela-

tions with the gawaiaseesst upon such plan aa

he thought was best after all that you elect-

ed Mi. Lincoln president, aud vou 1 speak
with respect to the Baajartty sf tins holy
you said to your supporter at home that that
policy was right. You canuot vote, it right
and then come into thesenatc and denounce
it. Ii it was ri-- ht ;n Mr. Lincoln to do it, it
is not wrong for Mr. Johnson ; and as'a Jttat
man, although I did not help to elect either.
I shall Sty that consistency is not t" be con-

demned by the men that participated in it
throughout.

Mr. president, Mr. Johnson adopted ilsnpty
Mr. Lincoln's plan. I am g"ing to settle that
point beyond all ron ti n. and first, T shall do
it bv the suthoiiry of.my cotteagnc Waica, in

mv opinion Is quite sufficient authority, inas

much as Ida speech has been recognised on
111 tides as the proper and able expeetttoa of
the policy of the party in power. My col
league said an ! this.you will recollect, after
the convention bad been called; I believe
elfter they had been In tension, orwhile la
ICS ion in UfcCM s. ut .ein btatcs wh u Mr

Ijobaeons woik of reconstruction was going
on :

It !r one of my purpnsi s here this evening
to show that, so lar us his policy of amnnty

1W ho
bat tliit he

inn

in? lh pi,UrV U,uoIn P"' '"l
'

,iu me luiuoii wie ein 01 ihuuai "u..

These are plain werde. This wns iid by

the then governor f th state of Indiana,
Kv J prvsent coiieRnc, mal ir. smaam u

an! rcconstrociion iRC.mccrnttl. In

Hitely presented' nothing new,
.

äs simplv presented, and is timnlv
.ban

'

be chosen by that portion of tbe people of hr.t policy which as Umu consummated
said state who are loyal to the United wstelmply carrying out that whlca taeaeva-State-s,

and uo others, for the purpose of w,,o;n 'ou 8,1 hart iraucuratol.
altering or amending the constitutn n Now, ir, I will read from my colleagues
thereof." j message a carefully prepared docuutenlt

N d Ihr the parpens of making i Btnfjthe lefuttsturi oflwdhms. sXensujasni it


